
Parish Council Report for period up to 8 November 2017 

Cllr Graham Bridgman (West Berkshire Council, Mortimer Ward) 
 
 

West Berkshire Council 
 
Meetings 
 
WBC met on 31 October, when the only item of business was to consider a response to the report published 
in August by the Local Government Boundary Commission for England regarding West Berkshire ward 
boundaries post May 2019 (which I referred to in some depth in my September report).  There was 
agreement on a range of submissions, and I set out the local proposals below. 
 
The next full WBC meeting is on 7 December. 
 
WBC Executive 
 
I will be joining the Executive and replacing Cllr Keith Chopping as Portfolio Holder for Corporate Services, 
which will mean that I have to step down as Chairman of the Licensing Committee and come off the 
Governance & Ethics Committee (etc).  This is likely to be formalised at the council meeting on 7 December 
and in the meantime we are in a period of hand-over. 
 
The portfolio includes such services as HR, Legal, Finance and Property, Strategic Support, Commissioning, 
Customer Services and ICT. 
 
Ward Boundaries 
 
Locally, the WBC submissions to the Local Government Boundary Commission for England are for: (a) a slight 
amendment to the LGBCE proposal for a three member Burghfield & Mortimer Ward, by removing the 
southern part of the Sulhamstead Parish that LGBCE had included; and (b) instead of one, vast, three member 
Aldermaston & Bucklebury Ward (which would have included Padworth and Ufton Nervet), three, single 
member, wards to be called Aldermaston, Bradfield and Bucklebury. 
 
So far as the parishes within the current Mortimer Ward are concerned, Beech Hill, Stratfield Mortimer and 
Wokefield would join Burghfield to form a revised, but still three member, Burghfield & Mortimer Ward; 
Padworth would be in the new single member Aldermaston Ward (along with Aldermaston, Beenham, 
Brimpton and Wasing); and Ufton Nervet would be in the new single member Bradfield Ward (with Bradfield, 
Englefield and Sulhamstead). 
 
On behalf of myself, Cllrs Chopping (Sulhamstead) and Jackson-Doerge & Morrin (Burghfield) I have written 
to LGBCE to support these proposals.  Our submission includes: 

Our joint response is that: 

• Splitting the Sulhamstead parish is an ill-founded move.  Parishes are the basic building blocks of 
local democracy and splitting them between district council wards should not be undertaken unless 
it is wholly unavoidable, which is certainly not the case here. 

• Whilst we follow the reasons given by the Commission (as to how the southern part of Sulhamstead 
relates in community terms to Burghfield) we don’t think that this outweighs the importance of 
keeping parishes wholly within wards wherever possible as referred to above, particularly when 
removing Sulhamstead from the new ward would reduce the currently predicted +10% electorate 
number (and if the proposed  Aldermaston & Bucklebury ward took in the whole of Sulhamstead it 
would improve the current -7% electorate number). 

• Whilst there is logic to creating a ward containing the service villages of Burghfield and Mortimer, 
given (i) the concentration of local population in those villages, (ii) that the Beech Hill and Wokefield 
parish councils have expressed a desire to remain connected to Mortimer (whereas the West 



Berkshire Council proposal put them into Burghfield), (iii) that the villages and surrounding area 
share a secondary school (The Willink), and (iv) that there is a developing synergy between local 
groups – particularly local volunteer groups – in the two villages, we fail to see that a similar logic 
extends to creating a vast new rural Aldermaston & Bucklebury ward.  It is one thing to have a 
three member ward in a tighter, urban (or at least large village), setting, but quite another in the 
sparsely populated countryside. 

 
If anyone would like a copy of our full submission please email me. 
 
Parliamentary Constituency Boundary Review 
 
The Boundary Commission for England published its revised proposals for new parliamentary constituency 
boundaries on 17 October, and there is an eight week consultation closing on 11 December.  In essence there 
are no changes proposed for Wokingham. 
 
In the current Westminster climate it appears unlikely that the proposals (or similar) will be adopted. 
 
Finance pressures 
 
Recent WBC members’ development sessions have emphasised that, even if the full 1.99% council tax 
increase and 3% Adult Social Care precepts were taken in 2018/19, there will be a £5m+ shortfall in the 
budget to be addressed.  It is a stark reminder that Adult Social Care takes up 35% of the WBC budget – a net 
£38.3m in 2017/18.  Further, the 65+ population in West Berkshire is expected to rise by 34% between 2011 
and 2021 (cf 26% for the South East) with the largest rise in the 74+ age group, so these pressures are not 
going away. 
 
Homelessness Reduction Act 
 
Another pressure in 2018/19 will be this new legislation, which will take effect on 1 April 2018.  Laudable 
though the new requirements are, regrettably the Government’s “new burdens funding” to WBC of £118k 
over three years will be nowhere near enough to cover the cost of implementing the changes. 
 
District Parish Conference 
 
At the conference, held yesterday evening (7 November), there were presentations from various speakers 
including one from Cllr Pat Wingfield (SMPC) regarding the Stratfield Mortimer NDP.  A particular point that 
was raised outside the meeting was with regard to the amount of information on the parish portal and the 
usefulness of the Clerk’s forum for an exchange of ideas, issues, etc. 
 
 

Local Matters 
 
Grazeley 
 
There will be another parish briefing at WBC on 20 November at 14:00 (I understand that this will be a repeat 
of the one that took place on 5 October). 
 
M4 
 
As has been publicised locally, maintenance work to replace parts of the bridges that carry the M4 over 
various roads between junctions 12 and 13 has started, such that the motorway will be closed between those 
junctions over the following entire weekend periods (21:00 Friday through to 05:00 Monday): 

• Friday 24 to Monday 27 November 2017 

• Friday 8 to Monday 11 December 2017 

• Friday 15 to Monday 18 December 2017 



• Friday 12 to Monday 15 January 2018 

• Friday 19 to Monday 22 January 2018 (contingency). 
 
Community Infrastructure Levy 
 
WBC Development & Planning recently issued notifications of half-yearly CIL receipts to parishes.  Although 
within this ward only Stratfield Mortimer PC received anything in the period, it is important to realise that 
the new CIL regime has a particular reporting structure such that parishes need to consider what they might 
spend/have spent CIL on and report accordingly. 
 
From the notes that go out with CIL notifications: 

A local council must use CIL receipts passed to it in accordance with regulation 59A or 59B to support 
the development of the local council’s area, or any part of that area, by funding— (a) the provision, 
improvement, replacement, operation or maintenance of infrastructure; or (b) anything else that is 
concerned with addressing the demands that development places on an area. 

and 

West Berkshire Council as the CIL collecting authority, has no say on how such local council receipts are 
spent.  However, you may wish to draw up a set of criteria around (a) and (b) above so that your local 
council can demonstrate to West Berkshire (through the annual report) that an item(s) meets the tests 
(a) and (b) and that it is capable of being used to assess potential proposals .  This would be in the 
interests of transparency for the local council and perhaps could reflect issues raised by the community 
at AGMs or other local council meetings. 

Please note that CIL monies do not have to be spend within the financial year .  CIL receipts will be 
distributed twice a year (end April and end October) and receipts should be spent within 5 years on this 
cycle or they will need to be repaid to West Berkshire .  It is therefore important to have a transparent 
trail of evidence for individual receipts .   

 
Bryan Lyttle (WBC Planning and Transport Policy Manager) suggests that, even if a parish council didn’t 
receive any CIL during the 2016/17 financial year, it nevertheless puts a nil report on its website and cc’s WBC 
(cil@westberks.gov.uk), just so you are in the habit… 
 
Winter plan for key transport routes 
 
On Monday 30 October WBC began monitoring the weather and will grit roads whenever road temperatures 
are forecast to fall below zero with a hoar frost. 
 
Primary routes, including all A and B roads and some strategically important C roads (and which account for 
40% of the district's almost 800 miles of road), will be gritted whenever a frost or ice is forecast.  Secondary 
routes (which make up 20% of the highway network) will be gritted once frosty or icy conditions have been 
experienced for an unbroken period of 72 hours or greater (ie sub-zero temperatures experienced through 
the period for three continuous days and nights). 
 
Residents targeted by scammers 
 
A recent survey of over 300 local people by the Public Protection Partnership (which covers West Berkshire, 
Wokingham and Bracknell Forest) and Citizens Advice has revealed that as many as 71% of residents have 
been targeted by scammers, but that only 57% reported the incident to the Citizens Advice, Police or Trading 
Standards. 
 
The Chairman of the Joint Public Protection Committee has urged people to report their experiences so that 
support can be offered and to help other people to avoid being scammed: “they (the victims) are not just a 
statistic, they are a valuable resource which enables us to be aware, keep ahead of scammers and allocate 
resources to fight against them which we can only do if we are in the know.” 
 



Citizens Advice should be the first port of call if someone is aware of a scam or has been scammed - 03454 
040506 (Monday to Friday between 09:00 and 17:00). 
 
Funding for community crime prevention 
 
Staying with information from the Public Protection Partnership, a new Public Protection Community Fund 
of £50,000 has been made available from assets seized from criminals as a result of their criminal activity to 
enable local groups to address community safety and to help prevent crime. 
 
Grants of up to £7,500 per group are available and the PPP is encouraging community groups and not-for-
profit organisations to seek funding for crime prevention in their local community, with a deadline of Monday 
4 December for this first round of applications. 
 
To find out more, and to download an application form, go to www.westberks.gov.uk/ppcf. 

 

 

Parishes 

 
Beech Hill 
 
Trunkwell House Hotel 

 

Having spoken to Simon Till (WBC Planning), some more responses have been received from the applicant 

(yesterday – 7 November) in relation to highways and environmental health issues.  He remains hopeful that 

he can get observations from WBC Highways and Environmental Health teams, such that the application can 

be put before the Eastern Area Planning Committee meeting on 29 November. 

 

Library Service 

 

I note the email dated 2 November from Paul James (WBC Culture and Libraries) to the Clerk regarding the 

At Home service and the cost of a mobile library provision, which you will no doubt be discussing at your 

meeting on 14 November. 

 

Cross Lane 

 

I note that Cross Lane is due to be closed to through traffic between 15 November and 6 December for 

Gigaclear works, with a diversion route via The Street, Station Road, Park Lane and Beech Hill Road.  (Any 

queries should be addressed to Matt Gleed of Gigaclear on 07989 397217.) 

 

Padworth 
 
Proposed pedestrian crossing on the A340 at Aldermaston Wharf 

 

I note that the consultation letters were sent out on 26 October with a response date of 17 November. I 

await the outcome with interest, but hope that everyone thinks that this is an excellent idea! 

 

Veolia Waste Site 

 

I am told that more information is awaited from Veolia and that it is now unlikely that the planning 

applications will make it to the Eastern Area Planning Committee meeting on 29 November.  As soon as I 

know more I will report. 

 



Rectory Road 

 

Further to previous discussions, emails, etc, I note that Rectory Road will be closed to through traffic between 

20 November and 22 December to enable water pipe renewal works to be carried out, with diversions via 

Sopers Lane, Rag Hill, Red Lane and Reading Road.  (Any queries should be addressed to Hawa Hussein of 

Balfour Beatty on 07860 834386.) 

 

Stratfield Mortimer 
 

Members’ Bid 

 

Following the discussions at the special SMPC meeting on 23 October, I submitted the members’ bid for: (a) 

a power supply to Mortimer Fairground adjacent to the tennis courts/all-weather playing area; (b) an 

electronic entry system for the tennis courts/all-weather playing area; and (c) two mobile floodlights for the 

Alfred Palmer Memorial Field, to Jim Sweeting (WBC’s Sport and Leisure Manager) on the 25th.  He has added 

his endorsement and forwarded the paperwork to the appropriate officer.  We now await a decision (around 

17 November). 

 

The Street 

 
The resurfacing appeared to go smoothly without too much disruption, in addition to which I was pleased to 

have been able to put residents of St Mary’s and Ravensworth Road in touch with WBC/the contractors to 

arrange that some of the planings were delivered so that the residents could do some of their own road 

repairs as well! 

 

CIL settlement 

 

The Clerk will no doubt be advising councillors of the CIL payment notification recently issued – I refer to my 

general comments above. 

 

Mortimer Station Car Park Extension 

 

Unfortunately I had a clash of meetings preventing me from attending the meeting at WBC on 11 October 

(although I was only ever going to be an observer).  I know that further work is going on and await 

developments.  

 
 
 
 
 
Graham Bridgman 

8 November 2017 
 
 


